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and supervising the dramatisation of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde," Mansfield, with the dash and energy and artistic
fecundity so characteristic of him, found time to write an
original comedy. It was a trifle, to be sure, and he did
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not dignify it more pretentiously than as " a sketch." He
wrote it under pressure in three days.

One afternoon he read it to the ladies and gentlemen
of his company, and their appreciation led to its rehearsal.
Every one was sworn to secrecy on the point of author-
ship, and "Monsieur" was announced for July n.1 But,
as a celebrated Frenchwoman has said: "A secret known
to two is no longer a secret," and here was one known to
a score. Gossip ferreted the facts and Mansfield " owned
the soft impeachment."

The story was a slender trifle and followed the fortunes
of a young French gentleman of sensitive, noble nature
and an imperfect English accent, a singer and composer,
who came to New York, and in the attempt to earn his
living by his art almost starved. He succeeded, however, in
winning the love of Alice Golden, the spirited daughter of
a pair of nouveaux riches. At a musicale given by Alice's
parents, M. de Jadot, who had been invited that he might
entertain the company, fainted at the piano from lack of
food. When Alice restored him, they disclosed their
mutual affections. The result of this avowal was that

1The cast of the first presentation of "Monsieur" was:

Andre Rossini Mario de Jadot        .       Mr. Richard Mansfield.

Alice Golden.....       Miss Beatrice Cameron.

Mrs. Elisabeth Ann Golden    .       .       Miss Josephine Laurens.

Mrs. Mary Pettigrew      .       ,       .       Miss Annie O'Neill.

Mrs. Morton.....       Miss Helen Gliddcn.

Sally......       Miss Jolmstonc Bennett.

Tom Vanderhuysen....       Mr. John T. Sullivan.

Edgar J. Golden     ....       Mr. D. H. Harkins.

Morton Saunders    ....       Mr. Joseph Frankau.

Popples......       Mr. Harry Gwynnette,

The Hon. Charles Mt. Vernon       .       Mr. John Parry.